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he New Yorker’s visit
ialem Middle School on
t. 12 was an added sur-
ie for Parker’s class, who
| already found them-
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1g correspondence they
with him last year.
he internationally known
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The city-owned Whitehurst-Buffington House, off North Landing Road near the Virginia Beach Municipal Center, was

bni[t in the late 18th century and has fallen into disrepair. its property includes 217 acres.

A WINERY MIGHT BRING SOME CHEER

That’st1of3
ideas to restore
hkistoric house

By Rita Frankenberry
The Virginian-Pilot

A winery that would cap-
italize on the historic ar-
chitecture of the Whitehu-

rst-Buffington House, and
about three of the unde-
veloped acres it stands on,
might soon get the green
light from the City Council.
During a closed session
last week, the council dis-
cussed this proposal and
two others to develop the
old farmhouse property.
Though a final vote is still

several months away, the

winery idea already has

the support of the Virginia
Beach Historic Preserva-
tion Commission and most
council members.

“We’re always supposed
to be looking for econom-
ic development, especial-
ly now,” Councilwoman
Rosemary Wilson said. “We
need something that’s go-
ing to add revenue to our

See WINERY, Page 19

The winery

idea already
has the support
of the Virginia
Beach Historic
Preservation
Commission and
most of the City
Council.

pleasurg, and sensational
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OF OYSTER GROUND APPLICATION
V. Fleming, 2011-084 has applied
ximately 35.00 - + acres of oyster
Fround Eastern Branch near Sandy
\ated in Virginia Beach City/County
ribed as follows:

: Sanford PF19428

y: Sanford PF19428; Vacant
|

1z Vacant; Meekins PF17937

= Vacant; Taubman Rip. PF17285;

nd comments or concems to:

Resources Commission,
ng/Survery  Department 2600
on Ave., 3rd Floor, Newport News,
i

zon Sept. 1, 8, 15 & 22, 2011
22611655

Drivers/

ransportation/
Shipping

Drivers
¢ OTR. Start up to $.41/mi. + Excellent
101K + Bonuses. Miles & Guareanteed
CDL-A 6mos. Exp. (888) 2198043

or Lease-Office Space

k Executive Centre Offices & more
i/mo. Ask for 1 mo. Freel 757-428-2192

Cockatoo,too.
jet in the CLASSIFIEDS MARKETPLACE.
%tﬂi;xgnhn-mlot

Toplaceanad

goto pllotez
orcall 7576221455

Subscribe
today.

And sign up
for EZ-Pay,
our convenient
automatic
payment
program, and
never get a bill!

446-9000 or
PilotOnline.com

Chedlivainian-ghlet

e fVlces

6221455 |

ouse Cleaning

T MARY'S CLEANING
1, BI-Wkly & Monthly.
6 DAYS A WEEK.
I' YRS. EXPERIENCE
Member of H.R.
amber of Commerce
srsenal Touches on
juest. 757-481-0845

andscape/Gardening

5, Hauling, Flowerbeds, Yards &
Removal. Free Estimates. 6154448

Cali Today! 757-962-2274

awn Maintenanee

LANDSCAPING-Trees Cut, Aer-
ch, press, washing, bushes trimmed,
0 yrs exp. Paul 651-6810, 491-7090

I'S LAWN INC. 4901468

¥ RENOVATION - NOW IS THE TIME.

ter Fertliizer/Core Aeratlon/Quality Seed,
| Seed. Call - Free Estimates. 25 Yrs Exp

oving=Hauling

NDLY MOVER Small or large jobs.
notice. Friendly & exp'd, 671-3222,

flastering/Drywall

1l & Plaster Repair Specialist,
s exp., free estimate. 437-1838.

| | After Hours Plumbing - Licensed & Insured.

pilotezads.com

Plumbing/Heating/Ain

Master Plumber, Over 25 Years Exp. 383-1725.

MOST 1 STORY - $125, 2 STORY - $150
Decks, Fences. 16 Yr. Exp. Brian Hopkins 288-2078

Roofing-Guttering

JAYHAWK EXTERIORS
Free Estimates - Roofing + Siding +
Windows 4 Gutters 4 Trim 4+ Repairs
Class A Lic. & Ins. 963-6559

| Roofing Repairs Specialist in Skylight &
Chimney Leaks, Roof Inspections, Gutter Cleaning.
Va contractor. Ocean Roofing 464-2064

FRENCH, SPANISH, ITALIAN, exce! teacher,
reasonable rates, all levels, 757-481-6412.

Tutoring/Home Schooling English/Sccial
Studies. Excellent teacher. Call 757-463-9067.

Wallpapering

DENISE’'S WALLPAPERING
Installation & Removal 348-0972

Hangin® Around Wallpapering, Painting &
Decorating. Call Edie 536-3349

Well Drilling

Johnston's Groundwater Wells drilled,
. sprinklers, Free estimates, 463-6185.
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WINERY

Continued from Page 1

tax base rather than take
away.”

An invitation for bids

The house, built in the
1790s and near the city’s Mu-
nicipal Center, is boarded
up and has fallen into disre-
pair. Estimates to rehabili-
tate the city-owned structure
are about $200,000.

The city, interested in
finding a way to restore and
maintain the property with-
out using city funding, re-
quested proposals on how to
develop it earlier this year.

By April, the city had re-
ceived three bids.

In addition to Norfolk
resident Jennifer Eichert’s
proposal to transform the
property into the Mermaid
Winery, another proposal
came from Gareth R. White-
hurst, a Whitehurst family
descendant living in Flori-
da who offered to buy the old
farmhouse from the city for
$150,000.

“He wants it to document
the Whitehurst family gene-
alogy,” said Wilson, adding
that Whitehurst’s proposal
also requested a city-provid-
ed docent to run the facility.

A third bid came from
the Whitehurst-Buffing-
ton House Foundation and
the Virginia Beach-based
Foundation for the Fine Arts,
seeking to turn the property
into a nonprofit, community-
based nature center.

Foundation proposes
collaboration

Phyllis Sawyer, president
of the Whitehurst-Buffing-
ton House Foundation, said
the nature center would part-
ner with groups like the Boy
Scouts of America and the
Virginia Museum of Natu-
ral History in Martinsville.

In addition to having ex-
hibits there, the center could
offer natural-history classes
and outdoor programs and
host city events and groups,
Sawyer said.

If the foundation’s idea is
approved by the City Coun-
cil, Joe Keiper, executive di-
rector of the Virginia Muse-
um of Natural History, said
the Whitehurst-Buffington
House would become one of
three outreach programs.

The museum has educators
at facilities in Charlottesville
and Hampton.

“Tt would give us an oppor-
tunity to serve that part of
the area,” Keiper said, add-
ing that the site is a perfect
place for such a nature pro-
gram. “It sits on a wonderful
parcel of 200 acres of land.
That’s what makes this op-
portunity so attractive tous.”

Paying the way

The 217 acres surround-
ing the historic house are
part of the West Neck Creek
Natural Area, which includes
three miles of walking trails
and a one-third-mile paved
trail loop.

Sawyer said her group pro-
posed leasing the property
from the city and maintain-
ing and renovating it with
Whitehurst-Buffington Foun-
dation funding.

Some City Council mem-
bers are concerned that
Virginia Beach would get
saddled with some of the op-
erating expenses relating to
the Whitehurst-Buffington
property should it be turned
info a nature center.

In fiscal year 2011, which
ended June 30, the city spent
about $165,000 on mainte-
nance and operating costs
for three historical proper-
ties — the Ferry Plantation
House, deWitt Cottage and
the Old Coast Guard Station.

“My concern is long-term,
what’s best for the proper-
ty and the citizens,” Wilson

" said. “At the end of the day,

is it still going to cost taxpay-
ers money?”

Earlier this year Mac
Rawls, chairman of the Vir-
ginia Beach Historic Pres-
ervation Commission, said
finding a light-commercial
use for the historic property
would be a way to maintain
the house and provide reve-
nue to the city.

“Historic-house atten-
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This is the rear view of the Whitehurst-Buffington House, off
North Landing Road.

dance is dropping through-
out the state,” Rawls said
previously, also noting that
these properties rarely make
enough revenue to operate on
their own.

Moving forward

The City Council’s decision
last week will allow Eichert
to move forward with plans to
develop the Mermaid Winery.

Eichert plans to lease the
building and about 2.4 acres
of the property, which still
needs to be rezoned to al-
low for her proposal. Some
of the acreage would be re-
served for a 2,000-square-
foot wine-making facility
where Eichert would even-

‘tually produce her own bot-

tled wines.

She plans on growing Pe-
tit Manseng grapes on about
three-fourths of another
acre, which would be used
for white wines produced on
the property. Eichert’s plans
also include an heirloom gar-
den, an area to host wedding
receptions, and wine-tast-
ing rooms and offices in the
house.

Development of the White-

hurst-Buffington property

still faces a public hearing
and a final vote by the City
Council later this fall.

If the council approves
her plan, Eichert said that
in about three years she
would be able to bottle the
wine grown in her Virgin-
ia Beach vineyard. She also
expects to hire six to 12 full-
time employees and have
annual sales of more than
$500,000.

Wilson said the winery is
a good adaptive reuse of the
property that would allow the
house to be restored and also
generate revenue for the city.

“It just seems like so.many
pluses,” she added.

Rita Frankenberry, 222-5102,
rita.frankenberry@pilotonline.com
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